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The Lac Courte Oreilles Tribe— 

Ojibwe: Odaawaa-zaaga’iganiing—is 
one of six federally recognized bands of 
the large Ojibwe Nation that originally 
occupied the upper eastern woodlands 
area of the North American continent. 
The Treaty of 1854 established the LCO 
reservation. 

In 1971, the LCO community, and 
other people from neighboring bands 
and Tribes took over Winter Dam in 
protest of flooding lands, broken trea-
ties, and desecration of LCO land, peo-
ple, and traditional livelihood. Eddie 
Benton-Benaim, supported by the 
American Indian Movement, helped 
lead the 5-day effort to take over the 
dam. This effort led to the renegoti-
ation of the dam license which helped 
the tribe recover several hundred acres 
of land, compensation for damages, and 
the development of Tribal hydro gener-
ating project. 

The following year, 1972, there was a 
reunion of the people who had occupied 
the dam; they called it Honor the 
Earth powwow. Every year since, the 
Ojibwa people come together as they 
have always done; they celebrate with 
prayers, feasting, songs, dances, and 
honoring. The 1972 and 1973 powwows 
were organized as contest powwows and 
were sponsored by a handful of individ-
uals and then by LCO AIM, LCO Tribal 
Governing Board, and the St. Paul Red 
School House, of which Benton was di-
rector. In 1974, grounds were broken for 
what would eventually become one of 
the largest traditional gatherings of 
Tribal peoples in the region. 

In 1982 the first annual Miss Honor 
the Earth’s ladies competition began at 
the powwow to showcase the strong 
and beautiful Anishinaabekwewag— 
Ojibwe ladies—perform a woodland 
dance while wearing historical deer 
dresses. 

This year, 2022, we celebrate the 50th 
Honor the Earth Powwow and the 40th 
Miss Honor the Earth ladies competi-
tion. In so doing, the Anishinabeg, the 
Lac Courte Oreilles or ‘‘Ottawa Lake’’ 
Tribe continues to sustain heritage, 
preserve and utilize the strong Ojibwe 
language, honor strengths of the past, 
and embrace a good future. Please join 
me in celebrating this historically and 
spiritually important community. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO EDWARD FERGUSON 

Mr. COTTON. Mr. President, I come 
to the floor of the Senate to honor an 
important member of Her Majesty’s 
diplomatic service, Mr. Edward Fer-
guson. Edward has been the latest in a 
long line of impressive British dip-
lomats who have furthered the Special 
Relationship between the United King-
dom and United States. 

Edward has served as the Minister 
Counsellor for Defence at British Em-
bassy in Washington, DC. The Minister 
Counsellor is the senior Ministry of 
Defence—MOD—civil servant in the 
embassy. This position is responsible 
for aspects of the bilateral defense re-
lationship, paying close attention to 

defense strategy; security and oper-
ational policy; acquisition and trade. 

Since arriving in September 2018, Ed-
ward has played a pivotal role in fur-
ther strengthening the already indis-
pensable United States-United King-
dom defense relationship. As the UK’s 
senior policy adviser on defense rela-
tions with the United States, he was 
responsible for United Kingdom-United 
States collaboration on strategic plan-
ning, nuclear policy and programmes, 
trade and acquisition, and science and 
technology. He can point to a number 
of significant successes on his watch, 
not least the signing of the Australia- 
United Kingdom-United States— 
AUKUS—Agreement. 

Prior to his service at the British 
Embassy Washington, Edward served 
as Her Majesty’s Ambassador to Bosnia 
and Herzegovina from 2014 to 2018, 
where he created and led a new inter-
national strategy, co-launched by the 
British and German Foreign Ministers, 
that re-energised Euro-Atlantic inte-
gration after years of stagnation, while 
stimulating economic growth and re-
ducing high levels of youth unemploy-
ment. 

From 2011 to 2014, Edward was Head 
of Defence Strategy and Priorities, 
where he led two teams, one respon-
sible for leading the MOD’s contribu-
tion to developing the 2015 National Se-
curity Strategy and the Strategic 
Defence and Security Review and the 
other for prioritising the MOD’s inter-
national defence engagement activi-
ties. 

A former exhibitioner and choral 
scholar of Trinity College, Oxford, 
where he was also treasurer of the Ox-
ford Union, Edward graduated with 
first class honours in classics in 2001. 
In 2013, he graduated from the London 
School of Economics and Political 
Science with an MSc with distinction 
in strategy and diplomacy. He has been 
a member of the Royal College of 
Defence Studies—RCDS—strategic ad-
visory panel, a member of the US Air 
Force Grand Strategy Advisory Board, 
and is a graduate of the PINNACLE 
Command and Staff course at National 
Defense University—NDU. 

Edward has served in numerous roles 
within the Ministry of Defence, start-
ing out in the Iraq Secretariat during 
the build-up to and subsequent execu-
tion of Operation TELIC in 2003. In 
2006, he volunteered for an operational 
tour, serving as political advisor to a 
British battlegroup in Maysaan Prov-
ince, Iraq—while his brother was a 
troop leader with the British Army in 
Basra. On his return, he took on re-
sponsibility for the strategic manage-
ment of the United Kingdom’s bilateral 
defence relations with the United 
States, Canada, and Western Europe. 

From 2007 to 2009, he worked as Pri-
vate Secretary to three Defence Secre-
taries, acting as their closest adviser 
on issues relating to operations in Iraq, 
the £6-billion defence equipment pro-
gramme, science and technology, coun-
terterrorism and counterpiracy. 

In 2009, he was appointed the head of 
Afghanistan and Pakistan policy, re-
sponsible for advice to the National Se-
curity Council on the policy, financial, 
legal, parliamentary, and presen-
tational aspects of the UK military 
contribution to operations in Afghani-
stan and on the long-term defence role 
and interests in Pakistan. 

Edward has been a key voice engag-
ing on behalf of Her Majesty’s Govern-
ment, particularly with Congress. He 
has been a strong proponent of increas-
ing the breadth and depth of the bilat-
eral relationship since his arrival at 
the embassy and has gained many 
friends and allies in a bipartisan basis 
throughout Capitol Hill. He has trav-
elled far and wide throughout the 
heartland of the United States—and 
has many excellent memories of Amer-
ican hospitality to show for it. His 
presence and strong support of the 
Trans-Atlantic Alliance will be sorely 
missed, but I know he will always be a 
stalwart advocate for our alliance. 

I know I speak for a chorus of voices 
in the Senate in wishing him, his wife 
Caroline, and their children, Henry, 
Tessa, and Mimi well as they transi-
tion into their next diplomatic posting. 

f 

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS 

TRIBUTE TO SHEILA AND RON 
WETJEN 

∑ Mr. GRASSLEY. Mr. President, I 
would like to submit for the record a 
statement of commendation to Sheila 
and Ronald Wetjen for recently cele-
brating their 50th wedding anniversary. 
Sheila and Ron were married on Feb-
ruary 5, 1972, in Dubuque, IA, and 
raised five children: Nicholas, Mark, 
Sean, Melissa, and Amanda. They also 
now have nine grandchildren: Grace, 
Cullen, Xavier, Rourke, Reece, 
Finnegan, Rockwell, Sophia, and 
Wyatt. 

I would like to commend Sheila and 
Ron for their commitment to each 
other, their children, their grand-
children, their faith, and their country. 
Sheila and Ron represent so many of 
the ideals that gave rise to this great 
country and bind it together today— 
the importance of family and an endur-
ing selflessness and faith in others that 
speaks to a firm commitment to the 
common good. We wish Sheila and Ron 
our congratulations all for this great 
achievement and wish them many 
more years of faithful marriage.∑ 

f 

REMEMBERING ERIC FEAVER 
∑ Mr. TESTER. Mr. President, I would 
like to share a few words today to 
honor an outstanding leader and friend 
of mine who recently passed away. Eric 
Feaver was a force in Montana and a 
lifelong advocate for educators across 
our State. He was the former president 
of Montana’s teacher’s union who de-
voted more than 40 years to improving 
the State’s public school system. His 
commitment to Montana’s working 
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families was tangible and had a pro-
found impact on public policy. It is safe 
to say the Treasure State wouldn’t be 
what it is today without him. 

As a fierce advocate for the labor 
movement, Eric was an inspiration to 
fellow labor leaders, politicians, teach-
ers, students, and community members 
alike. It takes a lot these days to reach 
across party lines, but Eric consist-
ently worked with those who held dif-
ferent views. Just ask some of the folks 
who worked with Eric. They will tell 
you, even though they didn’t always 
agree with him, they respected him. 

Raised in Oklahoma and sent to Viet-
nam as a conscientious objector and 
U.S. Army combat medic at the age of 
23, Eric first planted roots in Montana 
when he landed a teaching job at Hel-
ena Junior High School in 1974. It 
didn’t take long for Eric to find his 
way into the State’s labor movement, 
where he would spend nearly 50 years 
helping shape education and union pol-
icy. 

As a result of Eric’s charisma and ex-
pertise, he was elected president of the 
Montana Education Association in 
1984, and in 2000, he led MEA to a mon-
umental merger with the Montana Fed-
eration of Teachers. As president of 
MEA–MFT, Eric spearheaded another 
major merger, which resulted in the 
creation of the Montana Federation of 
Public Employees, an organization 
that today represents more than 25,000 
public sector employees. Over the 
years, Eric continued to bring together 
folks across Montana. And he managed 
to do a lot of good for the State’s work-
force and public schools in the process. 
But even more than his accomplish-
ments, I think Eric will be remembered 
for his passion—his genuine commit-
ment to making the Treasure State a 
better, fairer place to live and work. 

I am lucky to have called Eric a 
friend. His legacy and his friendship 
have left a lasting imprint on me and 
so many others. I extend my deepest 
condolences to Eric’s wife, Ellen; their 
two daughters, Amity and Ashley; two 
sons-in-law, Rich and TJ; grand-
children, Tristin, Cameron, Braden, 
Halo, Ethan, and Oliver; and his broth-
ers, Douglas and Edward. 

While Eric is no longer with us, he 
will go down in Montana history as one 
of the State’s greatest labor leaders 
and champions of public education. 

He will be sorely missed.∑ 

f 

MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT 
Messages from the President of the 

United States were communicated to 
the Senate by Ms. Roberts, one of his 
secretaries. 

f 

EXECUTIVE MESSAGES REFERRED 
In executive session the Presiding Of-

ficer laid before the Senate messages 
from the President of the United 
States submitting sundry nominations, 
withdrawals, and a treaty which were 
referred to the appropriate commit-
tees. 

(The messages received today are 
printed at the end of the Senate pro-
ceedings.) 

f 

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE 
RECEIVED DURING ADJOURNMENT 

ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED 

Under the authority of the order of 
the Senate of January 3, 2021, the Sec-
retary of the Senate, on June 24, 2022, 
during the adjournment of the Senate, 
received a message from the House of 
Representatives announcing that the 
Speaker had signed the following en-
rolled bills: 

S. 2089. An act to amend the Families First 
Coronavirus Response Act to extend child 
nutrition waiver authority, and for other 
purposes. 

S. 2938. An act to make our communities 
safer. 

Under the authority of the order of 
the Senate of January 3, 2021, the en-
rolled bills were signed on June 24, 
2022, during the adjournment of the 
Senate, by the President pro tempore 
(Mr. LEAHY). 

f 

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE 

At 3:04 p.m., a message from the 
House of Representatives, delivered by 
Mrs. Alli, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the House has passed the 
following bills, in which it requests the 
concurrence of the Senate: 

H.R. 4176. An act to improve Federal popu-
lations surveys by requiring the collection of 
voluntary, self-disclosed information on sex-
ual orientation, gender identity, and vari-
ations in sex characteristics in certain sur-
veys, and for other purposes. 

H.R. 5407. An act to amend the Higher Edu-
cation Act of 1965 to promote comprehensive 
campus mental health and suicide preven-
tion plans, and for other purposes. 

H.R. 6411. An act to amend title 38, United 
States Code, to make certain improvements 
in the mental health care provided by the 
Department of Veterans Affairs, and for 
other purposes. 

H.R. 6493. An act to amend the Higher Edu-
cation Act of 1965 to prevent certain alcohol 
and substance misuse. 

The message further announced that 
the House agrees to the amendment of 
the Senate to the bill (H.R. 4346) mak-
ing appropriations for Legislative 
Branch for the fiscal year ending Sep-
tember 30, 2022, and for other purposes, 
with an amendment, in which it re-
quests the concurrence of the Senate. 

f 

MEASURES REFERRED 

The following bills were read the first 
and the second times by unanimous 
consent, and referred as indicated: 

H.R. 4176. An act to improve Federal popu-
lation surveys by requiring the collection of 
voluntary, self-disclosed information on sex-
ual orientation, gender identity, and vari-
ations in sex characteristics in certain sur-
veys, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Homeland Security and Govern-
mental Affairs. 

H.R. 5407. An act to amend the Higher Edu-
cation Act of 1965 to promote comprehensive 
campus mental health and suicide preven-

tion plans, and for other purposes; to the 
Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and 
Pensions. 

H.R. 6411. An act to amend title 38, United 
States Code, to make certain improvements 
in the mental health care provided by the 
Department of Veterans Affairs, and for 
other purposes; to the Committee on Vet-
erans’ Affairs. 

H.R. 6493. An act to amend the Higher Edu-
cation Act of 1965 to prevent certain alcohol 
and substance misuse; to the Committee on 
Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions. 

f 

ENROLLED BILLS PRESENTED 

The Secretary of the Senate reported 
that on June 24, 2022, she had presented 
to the President of the United States 
the following enrolled bills: 

S. 2089. An act to amend the Families First 
Coronavirus Response Act to extend child 
nutrition waiver authority, and for other 
purposes. 

S. 2938. An act to make our communities 
safer. 

f 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES 

The following reports of committees 
were submitted: 

By Mr. MENENDEZ, from the Committee 
on Foreign Relations, with an amendment in 
the nature of a substitute and with an 
amended preamble: 

S. Res. 623. A resolution calling on the Sec-
retary of State to designate the Russian Fed-
eration as a state sponsor of terrorism. 

S. Res. 669. A resolution condemning the 
use of hunger as a weapon of war and recog-
nizing the effect of conflict on global food se-
curity and famine. 

By Mr. MENENDEZ, from the Committee 
on Foreign Relations, without amendment 
and with a preamble: 

S. Res. 674. A resolution celebrating the 
75th anniversary of the Marshall Plan and 
recognizing the role of the Marshall Plan as 
the foundation of a transatlantic community 
committed to the preservation of peace, 
prosperity, and democracy. 

By Ms. STABENOW, from the Committee 
on Agriculture, Nutrition, and Forestry, 
with amendments: 

S. 3870. A bill to establish the Office of the 
Special Investigator for Competition Mat-
ters within the Department of Agriculture. 

By Ms. STABENOW, from the Committee 
on Agriculture, Nutrition, and Forestry, 
with an amendment: 

S. 4030. A bill to amend the Agricultural 
Marketing Act of 1946 to establish a cattle 
contract library, and for other purposes. 

f 

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS AND 
JOINT RESOLUTIONS 

The following bills and joint resolu-
tions were introduced, read the first 
and second times by unanimous con-
sent, and referred as indicated: 

By Mrs. BLACKBURN: 
S. 4499. A bill to prohibit any requirement 

that a member of the National Guard receive 
a vaccination against COVID–19; to the Com-
mittee on Armed Services. 

By Ms. WARREN (for herself, Ms. 
DUCKWORTH, Mr. BOOKER, Mr. WYDEN, 
Mr. MARKEY, Mr. WHITEHOUSE, and 
Ms. HIRONO): 

S. 4500. A bill to expand youth access to 
voting, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Rules and Administration. 
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